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Shawn R. White named General Counsel of The Broad Foundations 

LOS ANGELES, November 21, 2019—Shawn R. White, an experienced 

attorney and Los Angeles native, has joined The Broad Foundations and the 

Broad Family Office in the role of General Counsel. White has a breadth of 

experience advising non-profit and for-profit organizations, and extensive 

expertise with contracts, intellectual property, strategic global transactions, 

exempt organizations, governance and investments. White assumed the role 

of General Counsel in September.  

“The combination of a keen legal mind together with a deep personal 

commitment to public service make Shawn an ideal advisor to our work,” 
said Gerun Riley, president of The Broad Foundation. “Shawn has a legal 

background that has both breadth and depth, and a passion for social justice 

that will help inform our work across all areas of the foundations.” 

White began her legal career as a corporate associate in the Latin American practice of Simpson Thacher 

& Bartlett, LLP’s New York office. After leaving the law firm, White served as an in-house lawyer as 

Vice President - Corporate Counsel at Prudential, Chief Legal Counsel to the Prudential Foundation and 

General Counsel to a minority-owned federally chartered depository institution.  

“I was raised in a family with a long and deep history of public service that aligns with the values of The 

Broad Foundations. It is a privilege to be joining an organization that allows me to use my legal training 

to further a mission that ties with my personal passion for civic engagement and service,” White said.  

White earned her law degree from Stanford Law School and her bachelor’s degree in Economics from 
Barnard College at Columbia University. White is a member of the State Bars of California and New 

York, the Black Women Lawyers Association, the National Bar Association, the Langston Bar 

Association and the Association of Corporate Counsel.  

A photo file of White is available upon request. 

### 

The Broad Foundations, which include The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation and The Broad Art 

Foundation, were established to advance entrepreneurship for the public good in education, science and 

the arts. The foundations together have assets of more than $3 billion. The Broad Foundation has created 

groundbreaking independent institutions in each of its three grantmaking areas, including The Broad 

Center, which develops leaders to help transform America’s urban public schools, the Broad Institute, a 
global leader in genomics, and The Broad, a museum in downtown Los Angeles devoted to showcasing 

great contemporary art. For more information, visit www.broadfoundation.org. 
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